
American Pinzgauer Association Board of Directors Meeting 

August 21, 2015 ~ Sedalia MO 
~ Unapproved ~ 

Present: President, Diana Beckius; VP, Todd Andreshak; Secretary, Kathy Haskell; Treasurer, Kim Paul; Board Members, Bob Kesler, 
Dan Hunsberger, Ruth Adams, Lisa Wamsley; Absent board members, Kathy Dombrowski, Dixie Berg, Kyler Hyder, Jack Fairchild; 
Members, Harriet Thoms, Darryl & Janet Polzin, Ken Wamsley, Derek Wamsley, Clayton Haskell, Robert Latimer; Junior Members, Gloria 
Kesler, Shelby Ferguson, Cody Hooks; Guests, Vicky Iglesias; Guest speakers, John Ford from the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International 
and John Genho from Livestock Genetic Services. Note some of the above were in attendance by conference call. 
 
President Diana Beckius called the meeting to order at 1:35 CDT. 
 
Lisa introduced the guests, John Ford and John Genho from the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International. They were present to discuss 
their proposal to do our registry. The proposal was handed out to the board members present at the meeting. They said that the Santa 
Gertrudis breeders saw a 20% increase in the amount of registrations since using this program. The registry is done through a website, 
using standard information without a lot of customization. They would need to see what ours is – do we do something that is way out of 
standards ie weights, ultrasound, carcass data, EPDs. They don’t currently use GeneStar® for genetic evaluation, maybe at some time. 
GeneStar® is not part of EPDs. The commercial panels are not breed specific, they use raw genotype codes.  In 2012 they saw minimal 
data submitted, now they have about 85% turning in. Question was asked how many members are we talking? 1000.  APA has about 200 
members. Other questions were about percentage – they do 25/50/75. Our EPDs were last done in 2007. We currently don’t have enough 
‘bits’ of information to run them. How would they be able to do them? Comments were made about the cost. Other comments made were 
about the gain in the market share value. At this point John and John left the meeting. Lisa stated that they were just looking at various 
options. They also looked into the Canadian registration – that was considered too expensive. They would only process registrations. 
Questions was asked – could they do just the EPDs – no, all or nothing. 
 
Shelby Ferguson spoke representing some of the APA Junior members. They feel that the Juniors don’t have a lot of involvement. They 
would like to have a Junior Board as they feel it would help them have leadership and responsibility.  They would like more than ‘showing’, 
to become more involved as the Juniors are the future. They were thinking a typical FFA structure with 7 on the board. They have not 
reached out to other Junior members with their ideas. It was mentioned that there already is in place for a Junior members to be a non-
voting member of the APA board. The Junior show was today – what changes or improvements would they suggest – a later start time! 
They were asked to work on a proposal and present it at the next board meeting.  
 
Harriet Thoms did a demonstration of how the current registry program works. She showed how some of the Canadian animals are lacking 
information. This was not saved so it didn’t transfer from Karen (previous registry). She showed the numerous reports that can be 
generated from our registry program. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Kathy Haskell, report was email/mailed. Motion to accept as presented, Lisa, Dan. 
Treasurer’s Report: Kim Paul, July’s P/L showed a loss of $332.58. Our current Assets are $18,460.78. Balance in the checking and 
savings accounts is $17,464.88. Harriet said that she recently received credit card information from Josh (for semen sold at last year’s 
silent auction) and the card was declined. He does not have the semen. Can we resell it? Bob motioned to approve, Lisa seconded. 
Approved. 
 
Committee Reports 
Field rep: Kim, nothing 
Youth: Lisa, had a Judging contest and a Cattlemens contest yesterday. Results will be announced at the banquet. They are having a 
good time. Buttercup Beef donated the prizes for these contests. 
Scholarship: Lisa, Kathy, Received a donation from Kyle Hyder. Jerry DeSmidt made a quilt to be auctioned for the scholarship fund; also 
2 pillows. Cheyenne Cattle co is selling off some Pinzgauer clothing with proceeds for the scholarship fund. There were no applications for 
the scholarship. The deadline will be extended to October 1, notice in the Journal of this. 
Finance: Kim, nothing to add 
Grievance: Clayton, nothing 
Import: Todd, had been contacted by Kerry Treadwell from Australia looking for polled semen. He has been in contact with several 
members. 
National Show: Lisa, all awards have been sponsored. The bells for champions are paid by the association. 51 head entered; 41 here. 
One exhibitor couldn’t make it. There are 11 Juniors. The 2016 show will be here next year. There is a block of rooms.  The fair has made 
us feel very welcomed and are accommodating. Junior Show – Grand Champion, Cody Hooks; Reserve, Cheyenne Hooks. The judge 
spent some time researching the breed. 
Performance: Lisa, nothing 
Rules & Bylaws: Todd. There has been a signed request submitted for a proposed bylaw change. The proposal is there be no direct 
relationship between a board member and an employee of the association. This is not intended to be personal. It was submitted by Jerry 



DeSmidt. The written request was not turned in at the meeting as it got left in Bob’s show box. This will be discussed at the next meeting. It 
was pointed out that Harriet is not an ‘employee’ but contracted to provide a service. A personal connection can be handled easier by 
some people than others – keeping personal separate from business. Todd this is on your shoulders.  
DNA Bulls: Harriet has made a list of 400 bulls that have been DNA’d.  There is a bull in question – Rhett Butler, Paul’s sold it to Ken 
Black. DNA was not done. There were 54 straws drawn. If someone has a straw, it can be DNA’d. Should we do a rule change not to 
require DNA? Not enough board members present to consider the request. 
Open & Junior Show rules: Lisa, Dress code was discussed.  Questions raised about ‘blacks’ showing – revised in May 2013 to allow, 
Current rules are not on the website to show this.  
Website:  Diana, Are we getting the best for our investment? Currently cost from EDGE is $655.00 per year. Registration form on website 
is now fillable. It would cost $2500.00 to redo the website to fit on smartphones. 
Promotion: Dan/Kathy, some of the Pinzgauer informational flyers are now in PDF format so they can be emailed to members to print and 
use. The information on the APA display is also in PDF format. Kathy looked into advertising in some of the e-newletters such as Beef 
Today- too expensive. 
Nominating Committee: it was suggested that we add this committee. Bylaws were read by Bob about the process of nominating and 
election of board members. Will consider this.  29 members cast ballots for the election of board members. This was a big increase over 
last year. There are 126 paid members and 89 lifetime members. Concerns were raised that we didn’t follow the bylaws for elections – ie 
emailed ballots, sent to APA office.  The past 2 years we have bent the rules as we lost our CPA without notice, changed the Office, and 
are operating on a small amount of money.  At the time we made those decisions it was done in the best interest of the association.  
Office Committee: Lisa. Some people are not happy with the papers, others are happy with them. What can we do to make it better?  
Should we have a 9 to 5 operation?  EPDs cost $4000.00 to have an outside group do them. A member had offered to pay half. This has 
gone by the wayside as we can’t afford it. This is a business, not a personal attack on anyone. What does it take to become a viable 
association? We don’t have the numbers – EPDs, Genomics, Lisa talked with the Canadian registry. They charge by the ‘bit’, a paper is 1 
bit. Its $6.00 a bit – they would only do registrations – no office.  EPDs would be at added cost - $10,000, plus upfront fees.  Santa 
Gertrudis proposal is $14,600.00 includes office and genetic services.  They wouldn’t process without all information; on line registrations.  
Are we in this for a business or is this recreational, a ‘mom & pop operation’? Should we change the rules to require birth weights?  
 
Old Business: 
Journal: Diana, Dale will be at Show and Meeting. The next Journal deadline is Sept 1. This will be a crossbred feature. Dale is donating 2 
½ page ads for the auction.  
Member Calls:  Lisa, TX and WI still waiting for their calls. 
Hall of Fame:  Todd, John McNutt is the winner. Award will be presented at the annual meeting. 
 
New Business: 
Election of board members: Harriet gave Diana the sealed envelope with the results. They have been notarized. New members are Lance 
Fletcher, Jack Fairchild, Ruth Adams, and Jerry DeSmidt. Jack has missed many meetings this past year. In Feb Diana got a Facebook 
reply about the absences. There is a provision in the bylaws for excessive absences. Lisa motioned to ‘remove Jack from the board for 
excessive unexcused absences. Todd seconded. Roll call vote: Dan – Yes, Bob – yes, Lisa – yes, Ruth – abstained, Todd – yes, Kim – 
yes, Kathy H – abstained. Jack will be removed from the board. Robert Latimer will be the new board member.  
Diana opened the floor to anyone that wanted to comment. 
Clayton – is upset with the way the board has behaved and the way they have been operating. 
Todd – we can complain, we aren’t going to make all happy. Thanked Diana for her time. 
Diana – it (president) takes a lot of time and commitment and ‘sucks the life out of you’. 
 
Lisa motioned to adjourn, Todd seconded. Meeting adjourned.  
 
Meeting was reconvened with the addition of new board members for the purpose of electing officers. Board members present:  Diana 
Beckius, Lisa Wamsley, Todd Andreshak, Dan Hunsberger, Kathy Haskell, Kim Paul, Ruth Adams, Jerry DeSmidt, Robert Latimer 
President:  
Lisa was nominated. Dan was nominated, but declined. Being no other nominations, Lisa is president. 
Vice President: 
Diana was nominated; Jerry was nominated, but declined. Todd was nominated, but declined, Dan was nominated. Vote was taken, Diana 
elected. 
Secretary: 
Kim was nominated. There were no other nominations. Kim is secretary. 
Treasurer: 
Jerry was nominated. Dan was nominated. Vote was taken, Dan elected. 
 
Next Meeting: December 12, 2015  12 noon CST. 
Respectively submitted, 
Kathy Haskell, Secretary 


